*    The Rope Trick    *

enticity upon it had been caught in the woods. This
capture, coming at the moment of Your Majesty's ac-
cession, amounted to an augury of exceptional bril-
liance. We beseech Your Majesty to descend to Dalla
and view the beast at once, so that with it in triumph
you may return to the capital/

Mahabo, the secretary, was sent with this letter. He
was directed not to divide night from day and to reach
Pagan with the utmost despatch. When he presented it
he was to exercise to the full his gift of pleasing, to give
a detailed and exact description of the capture of the
alleged animal, a description exciting and full of col-
oured incident; to follow it by a learned catalogue of the
elephant's points, that is to say of its esoteric points, the
whorls in its hair, the sit of its ears, and the colour of its
eyes; in his peroration to exhibit the extraordinary
felicity of the occasion, astrologically and otherwise,
using technical terms from the classical authors; and
finally to point out that His Majesty had not a moment
to lose, but should embark at once for Dalla, there to
take possession of his astounding good fortune. A staff
was to support Mahabo, persons with solemn, learned
faces, and of an exaggerated respectability of demean-
our, who, as he harangued the King, should interject
remarks showing how heartily they rejoiced in the oc-
curence. They were to add, if the occasion required,
that Yazathingyan himself would have brought the
glad news, had he not thought it necessary to watch day
and night over the sacred beast, until such time as he
could hand it over personally to his dear lord.

With the despatch of Mahabo there was nothing to
be done for the moment but to continue the utmost
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